
 

  

 

 
FSNWG1 Statement on the Potential Deterioration of Food and Nutrition Security Condition in the Great 

Horn of Africa (GHA) 

 

The August 2015 FSNWG update reports indicate that approximately 19.2 million people in the Greater 

Horn of Africa are facing crisis and emergency food insecurity and are in urgent need of assistance. 

Notwithstanding the work that is being done on strengthening resilience in the region, and coping with and 

preparing for disasters; the food security and nutrition situation have continued to be aggravated by 

conflicts and climatic shocks, leading to crisis and emergency levels in many areas of the region, even 

though the situation shows improvement for some areas as compared to August 2014. 

 

The FSNWG therefore urges immediate and coordinated planning by governments, donors and all 

concerned stakeholders to respond to the life and livelihood threatening situation. The following actions 

should be urgently undertaken: 

 Governments, partners and donors to urgently operationalize contingency and early response planning 

to the current food and nutrition security situation in the region.   
 

 El Niño will most likely lead to flooding in coastal and other flood-prone areas within the equatorial 

sector; and below normal to normal rains in the northern sector of the Greater Horn of Africa.  The 

FSNWG therefore recommends that: 

o In the flood prone areas: conduct adequate sensitization of communities; prepositioning of 

humanitarian and livelihood assistance; strengthening of surveillance systems for health, 

nutrition, water and sanitation; ensuring repair and maintenance of soil conservation; activating 

national Rift Valley Fever task forces; intensifying vector and disease surveillance; and increasing 

awareness and immediately vaccinating cattle in all Rift Valley Fever-prone areas.  

 

o In those areas where El Niño is expected to lead to above average rainfall, communities should be 

encouraged to maximize production through timely provision of appropriate agricultural inputs, and 

other livelihood promotion activities.  

 

o In the areas expected to be drier than normal particularly in the northern sector: promotion of 

water-harvesting infrastructures; providing capacity building on prevention of postharvest losses 

and advocating for replenishment of community and national grain reserves, scaling up nutrition 

treatment and services to save lives, strengthening of health and nutrition education programmes 

and continuous monitoring of the situation should be priority. 

 

FSNWG calls upon governments and regional (inter-governmental) organizations to take the lead and bring 

development partners and humanitarian agencies together to jointly respond to the current situation. The 

above recommendations are a result of the main drivers of this crisis described below. 

 

Below average rainfall performance up to May 2015 was observed in parts of agricultural and pastoral 

areas of Ethiopia, Kenya, Somalia, Karamoja in Uganda, Djibouti, South Sudan and Sudan. Continued below 
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normal rainfall from June onwards resulted in pronounced food insecurity particularly in parts of Ethiopia, 

Sudan, Eritrea and South Sudan.  

 

If the main rains for the Meher harvest perform below normal in the western, northern and central parts of 

Ethiopia as implied by GHACOF41 outlook, this could lead to below average October to January crop 

production, as well as to poor pasture and water resources in the pastoral areas. Furthermore, in central 

and southern parts of Ethiopia, the current Kiremt rains are expected to continue through December due 

to El Niño impact. In some areas, these are likely to coincide with the main Meher harvest period, hence 

presenting high risks of field-level and post-harvest losses. Furthermore, The number of people requiring 

immediate humanitarian and livelihood assistance in Ethiopia has currently risen to over 4.5 million 

(Source: FSNWG, August 2015). This figure matches the 2011 Horn of Africa drought affected population 

(Ethiopia Humanitarian Requirements Document, 28 July 2011).  

 

In Sudan, below normal harvests are expected due to the late onset of June-October rainfall and to the 

predicted below normal rains for this main production season. The number of people currently facing 

stressed food insecurity in Sudan is estimated to be over 12.5 million. These could easily slide into crisis 

and emergency food and nutrition insecurity levels if urgent livelihood support is not provided. Conflict in 

other parts of the region will most likely exacerbate the food insecurity situation.  

 

 
Current areas of concern are parts of South 

Sudan, DRC, CAR, Ethiopia, North Eastern Kenya, 

parts of Karamoja, Parts of Darfur and South 

Kordofan in Sudan and IDP sites in Somalia. 

Current Population in Food Insecurity Crisis or 

Emergency (IPC Phase 3 & 4) 

 

 

The region is currently hosting a growing number of refugees (3 million people) and internally displaced 

people (6.7 million people). The main driver of displacement in the region is conflict and insecurity. While 

the number of displaced people is increasing, the funding to address their needs is not matching this trend. 

Recent funding shortfalls have led to food ration cuts in Kenya, Uganda, and South Sudan and more ration 

cuts are anticipated in Rwanda, Djibouti and Burundi. Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM) rates amongst 



 

  

refugees in the region are well above the 15% emergency threshold, notably amongst refugee children in 

parts of East Sudan, Eritrea, Djibouti and Ethiopia.  

 

In addition to the current burden of food insecurity, Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM) has reached 

unacceptable critical emergency level (well above 15%) in 56% of surveyed woredas in Ethiopia between 

June-July 2015. In Ethiopia, there are also increased severe acute malnutrition admissions nationally, with 

areas of concern being Amhara, SNNPR and Oromia. The number of priority 1 woredas in Ethiopia has 

doubled (49 to 97), confirming a deterioration of the nutrition status of children in Ethiopia. In Kenya, the 

recently released 2015 Long Rains Assessment findings indicate that most of the counties in Northern 

Kenya have critical GAM levels (>15%), with the situation being very critical level (>=20%)  in two counties 

(Turkana and Mandera). In Somalia, critical levels of acute malnutrition are noted in Hiraan region and 

deterioration in food security and nutrition situation in Bakool region. In addition, critical GAM level are 

also reported amongst IDP settlements of Dhobley, Dolow, Bossaso and Galkayo. Food security and 

nutrition assessment conducted in Uganda (Karamoja) at the peak of the lean season revealed that overall 

GAM in the region was 14.1% and severe acute malnutrition (SAM) was 3.7%. Analysis shows that GAM 

rate has steadily increased every lean season since 2012 and is at the highest levels since 2010 in Uganda. 

For all these countries, current nutrition data suggest a worrying situation for child nutritional status that 

could further deteriorate with the compounding effects of food insecurity and conflict from now till late 

2015 and early 2016.  

 
Cereal production has largely been affected by poor rainfall performance in the region. This coupled with 

high cereal prices in some parts of the region, notably in Somalia, South Sudan and Sudan; the food and 

nutrition security situation will most likely continue deteriorating.  In South Sudan, the nominal price for 

white sorghum and other main cereals has continued to rise over the last months and is significantly higher 

than the long-term average and 2014 levels for all main monitored markets. In Sudan, although staple food 

prices are lower than last year, current price levels remain well above-average. In Ethiopia, due to 

deteriorating livestock body condition, livestock prices declined in some pastoral areas; for example, in 

eastern Oromia, goat prices declined by 29 per cent compared to July 2014. Livestock production and 

productivity are not expected to improve in Afar and Sitti (formerly Shinile) zone of northern Somali 

Region. As a result, households are likely to face difficulty in accessing food from milk and meat between 

August and December 2015.  

 

Food insecurity might further deteriorate over the coming months due to the evolving El Niño scenario 

provided by the GHA 41 outlook. The outlook suggests likelihood of below normal rainfall in Sudan, 

northern half of South Sudan, northern half of Ethiopia, Eritrea and Djibouti; flooding and associated 

impacts in flood-prone areas of South Sudan, Kenya, Somalia, Ethiopia, Uganda, Tanzania, Burundi and 

Rwanda, could lead to further deterioration of food security in the coming months. Even ahead of certain 

impact of El Niño the food and nutrition situation in the Horn of Africa is highly compromised and is likely 

to worsen in the foreseeable future.  

 

FSNWG will continue to provide monthly updates on areas of concern in the region whenever new 

assessment reports from member states and partners are made available.  

        


